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Hosea 1:2 “harlotry”

•ZANAH = whore, harlot, prostitute; used 11 
times in the book of Hosea

•ZANUWN = whoredom, harlotry; used 5 
times in Hosea.

•It’s the same word that is used of “Rahab 
the harlot” in Joshua 6:17. 

Why would the Lord tell Hosea to 
marry a prostitute?!? 

“…for the land commits flagrant 

harlotry, forsaking the LORD.” 
Hosea 1:2 

Was Gomer already a prostitute when 
Hosea married her?  

1. The marriage account was just an allegory.  God 
would not have asked a prophet to do something 
immoral. 

2. Gomer was only guilty of spiritual infidelity 
because she worshipped idols.  

3. Gomer was immoral, possibly a temple prostitute. 

4. Gomer was chaste when they married but 
became immoral after their marriage.  

Proleptically = the describing of 
an event as taking place before it 
could have done so, the treating 
of a future event as if it had 
already happened. 
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Jehu’s 

massacre

II Kings 9-10

II Kings 10:29 “However, as for the sins of 

Jeroboam…which he made Israel sin, 

from these Jehu did not depart, even the 

golden calves that were at Bethel and 

that were at Dan.” 

II Kings 10:31 “Jehu was not careful to 

walk in the law of the LORD…”

Assyrians 
take areas 
of Gilead 
and Galilee 
in 733 BC

Hosea 1:10-11  Promises: “Yet…”

1. Israel will be like the sand of the sea, innumerable. 
v.10

2. God would restore His covenant relationship with 
them: “you are the sons of the living God.” v.10

3. Judah and Israel would be reunited. V.11

4. They will be under one King from David’s line. v.11 

5. They will be back in their land. v.11
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Other promises of a future for Israel: 

 Isaiah 54:1-10

 Jeremiah 31:35-37

 Zechariah 10:6-12

 Amos 9:13-15

 II Samuel 7:24

 Ezekiel 37

2:18-20  “In that day I will also make a 
covenant for them” 

o With the birds, beasts, creeping things; environmental

benefits

o War eliminated; living in safety

o Betrothed forever: “betroth” mentioned 3 times 

o Characterized by righteousness, justice, lovingkindness, 

compassion, faithfulness

o “Then you will know the LORD” 

Hosea 2:21-23   The reversal of names : 

o “…they will respond to Jezreel. I will sow 
her for Myself in the land.”

o “I will have compassion on her”
no longer Lo-ruhamah

o “I will say…’You are My people”
no longer Lo-ammi

o “And they will say, ‘You are my God!’” 

Lessons from Hosea 1 & 2: 

1. God’s mercy has a limit.  1:9; 2:2; Gen 6:3

2. God desires a relationship and fellowship with 
us.  2:16, 20

3. How God feels when we neglect and reject Him

2:13 “she forgot Me” (4:6; 8:14; 13:6) 

forgot = a willful refusal to acknowledge God.

2:20 “Then you will know the LORD”
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