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Psalm 119

Fall 2020

Psalm 119

• Author unknown

• Is an acrostic poem with 
22 stanzas

• Each stanza begins with a 
succeeding letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet.

• Each stanza has 8 verses 
made up of two lines.

• Each verse begins with the 
Hebrew letter of that 
stanza. 

Psalm 
119:1-8
in Hebrew, 
first letter 
highlighted
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Psalm 119:1-8

BasicsoftheBible.org/psalm119

Psalm 119:122 – only verse without 
a reference to God’s Word

BasicsoftheBible.org/psalm119

Hebrew 
words 
referring to 
the Word of 
God in Psalm 
119:

• The Law: TORAH = instruction, 
teaching

• Commandment : MITZVAH = a 
command of God, has authority

• Word : DABAR = words, sayings, 
talking; used of the 10 commandments

• Ordinance/Judgment: MISHPAT = 
something to which penalties were 
attached; judicial pronouncements of the 
Law.

Hebrew 
words 
referring to 
the Word of 
God in Psalm 
119:

• Statute: CHOQ = something decreed, fixed 
and determined; emphasizes the binding 
nature; the written word of God and the 
authority of His written word.

• Precepts: PIQQUDIM = always used in the 
plural and only used in Psalms; responsibilities 
that God entrusted to man.

• Testimony: EDAH = solemn warning; to 
affirm; to bear witness

• Word, Promise, Oracle: IMRAH = what is 
spoken, synonym for DABAR, used primarily 
in the Psalms.
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Psalm 119:49-56 “JEHOVAH” 

BasicsoftheBible.org/psalm119

Psalm 119:115 “ELOHIYM”

BasicsoftheBible.org/psalm119

Focus for today:

Psalm 119:81-112

Use of Hebrew word “KALAH:”

• Vs. 81 “My soul languishes for Your salvation…”

• Vs. 82 “My eyes fail with longing for Your word…”

• Vs. 87 “They almost destroyed me on earth…”

Repetition of the same word emphasizes his grief and 

his need for God’s deliverance.
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“Forever, O LORD, 
Your Word is settled 
in heaven.”

Psalm 119:89

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God 

and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, 

and instruction in righteousness.” II Timothy 3:16 

“For you have been born again not of seed which 
is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the 
living and enduring Word of God….The grass 
withers, and the flower falls off, but the Word of 
the LORD endures forever.” I Peter 1:23-25 

(quoting Is 40:8)

“By meditation [on God’s Word] we preach 

to ourselves, and so we come to 

understand more than our teachers, 

for we come to understand our hearts, 

which they cannot.”  Matthew Henry 

Lessons from Psalm 119:

1. God’s Word is reliable, authoritative, the only rule of faith and 

practice.  Ps 119:89, 142, 160

2. Knowing God’s Word takes commitment and effort.                  

Ps 119:15-16, 44; 55-56  

3. Learning God’s Word should be more than a duty, but a 

delight. Ps 119:47, 111

4. Focusing on God’s Word will put the rest of the world in the 

right perspective.  Ps 119:93, 96, 98-100, 104

5. We can ask for the Lord’s help in understanding His Word.    

Ps 119:18, 26, 34-38
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